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7 |“‘Sanjivani” _... Ditto sé 8,000 | Ist October, 1898. 
8 | ‘Som Prakash ” | Ditto ie 1,000 | 8rd ditto. 
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No. Names of Newspapers. Place of publication. REMARKS, 
— Urtya. 
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11.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


The Charu Mihir of the 26th September — of increase of crime 
aoe in many parts of the Mymensingh district. 
Tnorease, of crime in the Mymen- (1) InChandora and the villages near it under 
singh district. thana Nandail, dudmashes have become so dari 
as to enter people’s houses and carry off women. Proceedings ought to be 
instituted against them under section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

(2) The roads between Sambhuganj and Netrakona, between Kendua 
and Uchakhila, between Balipara and Nandail, and between Gafargaon and 
Husainpur have become infested with highway robbers who attack un 
travellers even at daytime. In some places the budmashes set about gambli 
with three cards, with the knowledge of the panchayets, who do not wall 
information of such gambling to the police authorities, who, on their part, 
do not take any notice of such offences even when informed about them. 
Mr. R. C. Dutt, when holding charge of the district, succeeded after much 
difficulty in checking these budmashes. Babu Ganganarayan Rai, Deputy Magis- 
trate, also put down the budmashes in Gafargaon by enforcing section 110 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code against them. But they are again as rampant as 
before, and are committing crimes in places close to police-stations, the police 
taking no notice of them. 

(3) A correspondent reports that thefts have become very prevalent: within 
the jurisdiction of the Kalihati thana, subdivision Tangail, at that the work 
of cheakidare and dafadars should, therefore, be regularly supervised by the 
police authorities. There is a great increase of serious crime in the Tangail 
subdivision, such as theft, dacoity, rioting, and oppression of. poor people by 
zamindars. ‘The District Magistrate should attend to this and the District 
nen of Police should depute honest and able officers to the sub- 

vision. : 

2. The Barisal Hitaisht of the 27th September contains a tabular state- 

Ravages of wild beasts in the ment showing the ravages done by wild beasts in 


Backergunge district. Chak Jnanpara (taluk No. 4900) in the Backergunge 
district this year. Wild boars and buffaloes destroyed crops and seeds on 
5,972 bighas of land; while tigers killed 3 men, 184 cows, and 74 goats; and 
alligators, 3 men, 30 cows, and 7 goats. 

3. A correspondent of the Kusipur Nivasi of the 30th September com- 
plains of increased a of wild beasts in the 


Ravages of wild beasts in the oe 
Backergunge district. Backergunge district. 


ome days ago a leopard 
appeared in the village Hesamaddi, within the juris- 
diction of the Mendiganj police-station, and mauled ten or twelve men, of whom 
two, Rahemaddiand Emeraddi, have since died. As there are no fire-armsin the 
village, not even in the zamindar’s cutcherry, the villagers live in constant dread 
of wild beasts. Another leopard appeared some days ago in Aichhagram and 
wounded one Abdulla. The beast was killed by the zamindar of Saistabad. 
Leopards are also said to make their appearance in Saistabad, and carry away 
goats and cows. 
4, The Faridpur Hitaishini of the 30th September has the following: — 

Monsoon chargesof the Farid- | The southern and eastern portions of the Farid- 
Pur police. pur district remain under water from Askar to 
Kartick every year, and during that time eommunication can take place only 
by means of boats. But the scale of boat hire sanctioned for police officers 
is ludicrously inadequate. A monthly allotment of Rs. 15 is sanctioned for the 
constabulary force at every thana, which generally consists of 12 men. So, out 
of a monthly allowance of Rs. 1-4 per man the constables have to meet the cost 
of going on their rounds, keeping an eye upon old offenders, supervising 
the work of chaukidars, &e. Constables are paid at the rate of Rs, 7 a month, 
and out of that sum they have to contribute towards their pensions. No wonder 
if they are found doing things which they should not do, Then, again, they 

ve to escort prisoners from one place to another; and in doing so they have 
often to pay from their own pockets all charges in excess of the ordinary fares. 
And even when such fares are sanctioned by the authorities, months elapse 
before the constables get the money. Constable Abdul Gani took a deud 
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~ constables, of whom ‘there are usually three in a police-station, get Rs, 5 
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dy, on the 22nd May 1897, from Palong to Faridpur, and incurred” 
ps LP of Rs. 11-8 in so doing. A bill was submitted on the 2nd Fas 
but the money was not paid even on the 10th August 1898. The head 


each, which is by no “means sufficient to meet their demands. Junior Sup. 
Inspectors get Rs. 7-8 a month, but it is impossible fora gentleman to trayel 
by water on anything less than Re. 1 per day. 


()— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 27th September writes as follows :— 
The Subdivisional Officer of The Subdivisional Officer of Raniganj is entrust. 
Raniganj. _ _ ed with responsible duties. But the present incum- 
bent has joined his post only lately, and is, so to say, no better than a novice. 
It will be no exaggeration to say that he is quite ignorant of the manners and 
customs of the people. He has not yet been able to master the Bengali 
language, and it is doubtful whether he can understand what the witnesses 
say in Bengali. Heis very young, and yet he has been entrusted with the 
charge of a subdivision, : 
Several criminal cases are pending in the Raniganj Subdivisional Court, 
In one of these the Equitable Coal Company and the Bengal Coal Company are 
the parties. The other day, when the case was being heard, Babu Sajanikanta 
Chatterji, pleader for the Pan requested the Magistrate to take down some 
parts of the deposition of a witness which had not been recorded. This the 
Magistrate refused to do, saying that all that had not been rightly said by 
the witness. Upon this there was an altercation between the Court and the 
pleader, in the course of which the Subdivisional Officer said, addressing the 
pleader :—‘‘ Don’t interrupt me. Sit down,” The pleader said that, under 
these circumstances, it was impossible for him to conduct the case. A few 
more words were exchanged, and the Subdivisional Officer ordered the pleader 
to leave the Court, and told him that he would turn him out if he did not do so. 
There is no doubt that he used the following words :—‘I will turn you out.” 
Upon this, the pleader threw up his brief and left the Court. The Magistrate, 
thereafter, asked the junior pleader to go on with the case, but he did not 
venture - take upon himself that responsibilty. The hearing was consequently 
ostponed. 
' we enquiry should be made into the above statements. Sajani Babu is 
pleader of repute. He is an amiable and obliging gentleman, and his ability 
and experience entitle him to respect in every Court. We are sorry that he has 
been insulted by the Subdivisional Officer of Raniganj. The Bar should no 
doubt respect the Bench, but the Bench also should courteously treat the Bar. 
If a pleader is not allowed to act independently, it will be uselessto have a case 
conducted by a pleader. The wise, experienced, and learned Judges of the 
High Courts courteously treat the Bar, without feeling that they lose their 
dignity y so doing. 
6. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 28th September suggests that Go- 
Cetin. 6 should not, as a rule, empower native 
B evimenee mn mngns™s Magistrates to record evidence in English, because 
the power is abused by many Magistrates. It is not an easy task to translate 
and record the statements of witnesses as fast as they make them. Even 
European Magistrates, whose mother-tongue is English, have been known to 
fail in this task. Most native Magistrates exercise the power as soon as they 
get it, without waiting to consider whether they can conscientiously exercise it 
with justice to the parties. They are, perhaps, induced to do so for fear of 
being es down as unfit. As it is practically impossible to remove this feat 
from the minds of the native Magistrates, SD acaateaial should discontinue the 
practice of authorising them to record evidence in English. | 
7. The Faridpur Hitaishini of the 30th September complains that while 


. valuable documents are sent by Civil Courts through 
Transit charges for Collectorate 


sonatas the Post Office, the Collectorate requires an amla to 
be in charge of documents on transit from one place 
to another. The travelling allowance of this amla, which is far in excess of 


his daily pay, presses heavily on the purties. T'o send for the records of a case 
valued at Rs. 5 from Madaripur to Faridpur, costs Rs. 27. 
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8. The Aitavads of - 80th po cag = the a cee on the case of _— arsavany, 
arry Ambler, who was charged at the Purulia Sept. 30th, 1998, 
a Kumarkela murder case. €§ Segsions with culpable homicide. not amounting to 
muraer 
The deposition of Bachchu, a plague chaukidar of Kumarkela, proved 
everything urged on behalf of the prosecution. The deposition of Kesav 
Chandra Biswas also conclusively proved the guilt of the accused. There were 
discrepancies in the depositions of the doctor, and he admitted that great delay 
was made in the post-mortem examination of the dead body, and that the exami- 
nation was not, therefore, satisfactory. It was still urged, on behalf of the 
defence, that the deceased was, for four years, suffering from an enlargement 
of the spleen, and his death was due to its rupture. The jury declared the 
accused not guilty of culpable homicide not amounting to murder, and convicted 
him of grievous hurt, as he himself confessed that he laid the deceased prostrate 
with a few slaps. But the Court which tried the accused was not the Calcutta 
High Court, and the Judge was not Sir Francis Maclean. The punishment 
inflicted on the accused was no more than could be expected from a mufassal 
court. The Penal Code prescribes imprisonment for grievous hurt, and hence 
the Court was compelled to sentence the accused to imprisonment. The accused 
was accordingly confined in the court-room for three or four hours! And as 
if to enhance the severity of the punishment, the Court fined the accused ten 
rupees! This ridiculously light punishment has struck the Purulia people as 
strange. We, however, have not been surprised, although we are pained. 
The deceased, we daresay, did not know that he was suffering from an 
enlargement of the spleen, and would die from its rupture. He did not know 
that even under the English Government, he was to take care of his spleen. 
He did not know that it was not impossible for a European to get off with a 
slight punishment, even if convicted of causing grievous hurt to a native. 
A man is killed, and he who killed him 1s thus slightly punished! Is it neces- 
sary to say anything more on this case? Will no enquiry, we ask, be made 
into the trial of this case? A poor subject of the Queen is killed, and the farce 
of a trial is held. ‘Will no one enquire whether the statements of our corres- 
pondent are true or not—whetherthey are an exaggeration or a plain, unvarnished 
version of what actually happened? There is no sedition in the country, but 
who can say that germs of discontent will not be sown in the public mind, in 
the distant future, as a consequence of such trials? This is why we pray for 
an enquiry—for a remedy. | 
9. The same paper regrets to learn that Mr. Bonnaud, an English = aman. 
: _. Barrister, and not a native Deputy Magistrate, is 
ootwab Syed Ameer Hossein's to officiate for Nawab Syed Ameer Hossein, Presi- 
: dency Magistrate of Calcutta, Northern Division. 
So long it was the practice to give this post to a competent native Deputy 
Magistrate. One fails to understand why a departure is going to be made 
during the rule of Sir John Woodburn. Mr. Bonnaud is no doubt an able man, 
but no one can say that there are not equally able men among native Deputy 
Magistrates. 
10. The Sanjay of the os Sapiens soemplaine ot, thong I, is wees iat 
—_ i and ready to publish, free of charge, sale notifica- sept soth, 1498. 
in to g Bend “tis tions by Me Civil Courts in the Faridpur district, 
trict. required to be published in the local newspapers 
under section 289 of the Code of Civil Procedure, such notifications are not 
sent to it, but to the rival newspaper, Faridpur Hitatshint, which charges the 
parties for their publication. The favour thus shown to a particular news- 
paper is perfectly unjustifiable, as will appear from the following remark made 
by the late Judge, Babu Jogesh Chandra Mitra:—‘ The Sanjay undertakes to 
publish them gratuitously, if so, I see no reason why parties should be saddled 
with the cost of publication in the Hitaishini.” 
ll. .A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 30th September con- gyaie-o.sopnaxar, 
The Khaspur budmashi case in tradicts certain statements of a correspondent of the sept. 30th, 1898, 
the Basirhat subdivision of the Indien Mirror relating to the Khaspur budmashs case 
a lately decided by the Subdivisional Officer of 
Basirhat, in the 24-Parganas district. The case was oes for eight or nine 
months in the Subdivisional Court, and the Deputy Magistrate instituted an 
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/ 
enquiry into the circumstances of the case. After a ‘itil ing enq 
atient hearing, the Court acquitted the accused on the 16th Jaly last, 
institution of the case was entirely due to a Te On the 28th J y there 
was a theft in the house of one Samumir, and the accused in the budmash; case 
who were acquitted by the Court were suspected to be implicated in the theft 
On this suspicion the Sub-Inspector of Baduria tortured these 
failing to get anything out of them, he is trying his best to ruin them. It t. 
to be hoped that either the Magistrate or some one deputed by him will make 
an enquiry into the case. . 


/ 


ae _  Kumarkela case was fined Rs. 10, in spite 
Pg Sse a ew guilty given by the jury. "Was thee 
any hitch anywhere in the trial? A verdict of not 
guilty returned by European jurors in a case in whicha uropean is char 
with murdering a native arouses suspicion in the public mind. The suspicion 
will, however, be removed if the Lieutenant-Governor condescends to look into 
the papers of the case. , | | 
13. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 2nd October writes as follows on the 
The abduction case against a Unconditional acquittal of Sub-Inspector Mohit 
Sub-Inspector of Police in the Kumar Bandyopadhyaya and others :— | 
Hooghly district, : The case instituted by Avinash Chandra 
Bandyo mrers of Simlagarh, in the Hooghly district, against Sub-Inspector 
Mohit Kumar Bandyopadhyaya, Tarak Brahma Mukhopadhyaya, and Jogendra 
Nath Talapatra for abducting the wife of the complainant has lately been 
decided after a protracted trial. Babu Chandi Das Ghosh, the Deputy Magis- 
trate of Hooghly, has fully acquitted the three accused. It is believed, however, 
that the case is a true one, and has been proved by the evidence produced 
before the Court. How has such a miscarriage of justice been possible > 


12, The Sanjivani of the 1st October fails to ‘see why the accused in the 


(d)—Education. 


14, The Hitavadi of the 30th September writes as follows :— 
The attention of those who are trying to intro- 


duce reforms in the Calcutta University should be 
drawn to the following points :— 


1. The multiplicity of text-books.—Students are required to master a multi- 
plicity of subjects within a very limited time. This is impossible for a student 
of ordinary intelligence. The consequence is that excessive labour undermines 
the health, and the students became weak, sickly, and short-lived. Ther 
intellect is not developed, but their memory and cramming power are strained 
° - utmost. Their education is gaining in superficiality and losing mm 

epth. 

| / 2. The system of examination—The Examiners appear to lose sight of 
their responsibility when they examine. They put questions which even the 
teachers cannot answer. Is it not ridiculous to expect an ordinary student to 
correctly criticise the style of great writers. As a consequence of this erroneous 
system of examination, the students who answer the questions which are put 10 
them from their own understanding of the subject do very badly in the examin- 
ation, while those who cram the contents of keys and books of criticism, score 
high marks. poe 

3. Selection of text-books.—The stiffness of the text-books is not the only 
complaint regarding them. None but teachers and guardians can understand 
how troublesome and inconvenient it is for students to master the contents 
of stiff, unintelligible text-books. Instances are not rare of boys being requir 
to read books which they cannot understand without the help of other books. 
The University is also doing incalculable mischief to the country by patronising 
particular authors and booksellers and by engaging in the trade of book-making; 
thereby stopping the sale of good text-books. 


Has the attention of the Members of the University been drawn to the 
Bengali Entrance Course for 1899? This book was published in 1891, and was 
printed by Thacker, Spink and Co. in 1889. The book did not sell quickly and 
Hiobody even dreamt that the edition would be exhausted, But, thanks to 


Some University matters. 
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the University authorities, the book’ was ‘repeatedly appointed as the Bengali 

Entrance course and has again been so appointed. , 
, Wedonot object to this book because it has become old and stale. It bristles 

with errors and is full of defects which would make any book unfit as a text- 


pook. We fail to understand ‘why the University authorities have placed t 
book again and pedig the hands of slioeh Manet P he 


] / 


15. The Saraswat Patra of the Ist October says that though the income  sanaswar Patna 


derived from the sale of text-books brings com- 
petence to many a poor native author, it is clear 
that not even the whole of’ the proceeds of such sale 
would be an appreciable addition to the enormous revenues’ of the British 
Government. Nevertheless, there can be objection if Government really thinks 
of increasing its income by preparing and selling text-books. But the most 
important point in this connection is, how far the scheme, if carried out, is 
likely to benefit the student community and bring about an improvement in the 
text-books on literature. Will the payment of an honorarium, once for all, be a 
sufficient inducement to writers of established reputation, to men, that is, who 
have made a subject their speciality, to prepare such text-books as will present 
dry scientific truths in an attractive form? Will the object sought to be 
attained by the promoters of the scheme, namely, the preparation of superior 
text-books, be secured, if such men do not care to undertake the work? 
Another question that should be asked is, are there no other subjects besides 
agriculture, zoology, physical geography, and physics that should be taught as 
literature to the candidates for the Middle and the Upper and Lower Primar 
Examinations? Should not poetry be a subject of their study? If it be, must 
they be given to read poems on the subjects treated of in physics ? 

. It is not clear from what has appeared in the newspapers what Government 
proposes to do in this matter. If what the newspapers say is true, the proposal, 
if carried out, will do more harm than good. The authorities should consider 
the question in all its different aspects. There can be no objection to the 
income now made by vendors of bad articles going to swell the revenues of 
Government. But in all attempts to solve this question the improvement of 
education and the true interests of the student are the points which should 
recelve most attention. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


16. The Tripura Hitaishi for the first fortnight of Aswin complaints that 
though the terms of the lease relating to the two 
ferry ghats lying between the office and the old bazar 
in Chandpur, in the Tippera district, require that two 
boats should be kept in each, as a matter of fact only one boat is kept in each, 
to the great inconvenience of passengers. The lessees also exact arbitrary 
fees on palkis and dulis conveying females, The Chandpur Municipality should 
see that these grievances are removed. 
17. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 30th September complains 
Peon ‘ si that the town refuse in Tamluk, in the Midnapur 
cipal nuisance inTamluk. district, is deposited in a shallow pit not more than 
380 cubits from the road to Mayna on the west of the town. A stench issues 
from the pit to the annoyance of passers-by. 


(9}—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation, 


18. The Tripura Bitaishi for the 1st fortnight of Aswin says that when in 
July last Sir John Woodburn visited Comilla, and His 
Honour’s attention was drawn to the inconvenience 


Preparation of text-books by 
Government. 


Two fe hatsin the Tippera 
district. " P ” 


A railway complaint. 


which passengers by the Assam-Bengal naewey suffer in consequence of their 


having to wait at Laksam junction for three hours in the night for a chan ge 
of train, the Lieutenant-Governor said that the Commissioner of the Division 
would attend to the complaint. But the grievance still exists. , 

19. The Ulubaria Darpan of the 30th September calls attention to the 
ne danger which boats and saléts incur at night in the 
A complaint in connection with Banspati khal, in the Howrah district, at the place 


the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. | wh ere a bridge is being constructed by the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway Company. Ropes are left at night cangiing, from one bank 
of the canal to the other, and 


cient lightis not put up to show the wooden 


Oct, 1st, 1898 


TRIPURA HITAISHI, 


for the Ist fortnight 
of Aswin, 1305B.5, 


HITAVADI, 
Sept. 30th, 1298. 


TripoRa HITAISHI, 


for the Ist fortnight 
of Aswin, 1305B.5S. 


ULUBARIA DasPAN, 
Sept. 30th, 1898. 


Dal 


HrravabDl, 
Sept. 30th, 1898, 


BaRISAL HITAISHI, 
Sept. 27th, 1898, 


( 914 ) 
gens and planks in midstream, The Subdivisional Officer of Dinbarje 
WwW 


the attention of the Company’s Superintendent of Works to the should 
of providing two red lights on either side of the passage and of machen J 
the ropes one up in the air g0 as not to obstruct the © of boats, ) 

20. The following complaints from correspondents are found in the 

iis iii ail Fitavads of the 30th se een 

. Jvsiie.: 1, Passengers travelling by the East ern Beng, 
State Railway suffer the following inconvenience. Sivnivas, in the Nadi: 
district, is an important station on the Eastern Bengal State Railway. There 
are only two trains to that station during day-time, but three trains at night. 
The night trains are of no help to the passengers, while they are put to grest 
inconvenience on account of there being so few day trains. There are two da 
trains from Calcutta to Sivnivas, cne at 7 a.m. and another at 1-30 P.m. This 
arrangement causes great inconvenience to the daily passengers. The Darjeel- 
ing mail formerly used to stop at Sivnivas, but does not do so now. The 
inconvenience of the passengers will be removed if the local train to B: 
timed to leave Calcutta at 6 p.m. (2-50 P.m., on Saturdays) stops at Sivnivas, 

2. The people who go to Kushtia on court business are put to great incon- 
venience on account of there being no convenient train for their return. The 
1 o’clock train from Calcutta arrives at Porada at about 7 p.M., while the 5-45 train 
from Kushtia reaches that station almost about the same time. This 
ment is a source of great inconvenience and hardship to a large number of pease 


(h)—General, 


21. The Barisal Hitatsht of the 27th September has the following :— 
We wish we had a thousand throats and our 
voice were louder than the roar of thunder. We 
wish we could exclaim with a thousand throats and 
with a voice louder than thunder—“ Thanks to Mr. Bell! Glory to Mr. 
Bell! The courage, humanity, and patience which you showed during the 
revailing panic in Siddhakati and Abhayanil have enshrined you in the 
Leanne of the people of Backergunge.” Impelled by a sense of duty, we have 
from time to time adversely criticised Mr. Bell’s conduct both as an executive 
and as a judicial officer | we have pointed out his faults and shortcomings 
by the score; but we feel great pleasure whenever we think of his magnani- 
mity and godliness. We did not know, however, that the cries of the poor, the 
agonies of the suffering, the sigh of the grief-stricken could so mightily move 
his tender heart. We never thought that, for doing good to others, he could 
set so small a value upon his own life and bid good-bye to his own com 
fort and convenience, to all indulgence in luxury. The father forsook his 
child, the brother left his brother to his fate, not a neighbour. eame to a neigh 
bour in distress, But Mr. Bell proved a help to the helpless, a friend to the 


Mr. Beatson-Bell in the plague 
panic in the Backergunge district. 


‘needy. ‘He is a true friend,” goes a Sanskrit saying, “who stands one in 


good stead in the cremation ground.” Mr, Bell proved, in this sense, a true 
friend of the Backergunge people when he with his own hands carried: to the 
cremation ground dead bodies of those who were forsaken in death by friends 
and relatives; when he burnt those bodies festering and swarming with vermin; 
when he went from door to door and spoke words of hope and assurance to 
distressed and panic-stricken people forsaken by all. It is no wonder that the 
people of Backergunge should worship him as a god. You, Mr. Bell, are hero, 
a true hero; for you do not fear death and, driven by your sense of duty, you 
surmount all difficulties. You area dairagi, a true ascetic, for you have forsaken 
pleasure and comfort and luxury and are trying day and night to remove the 
sufferings of the poor. You are a man of true charity, for you spend money 
like water to help the poor. The whole district is singing your praise. If the 
example which you have set to us, the noble ideal hich you have gst 


before us do not change the course of our life for the better, regeneration 
never come to us. Your friends and relations are all trying to dissuade you — 
your course like @ hero ; 
@ as ti have been deserté 

y their inhabitants, leaving the dying and the dead to their fate. 
sick are not nursed; the corpses are not burnt. The sick have been for- 
saken even by their friends and relatives. And no wonder; self-preservaton 


from your path, but in vain. Your are atill pursuin 
you are as steadfast asarock. Abhayanil and Sid 


Se si 
ae, 
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‘4 the first principle of life. It is natural that the prévalenes of such 
a fatal disease should throw the people into s panic. But your courage, 
your ience, your skilfal manner of doing things have reassured them 
and dispelled their fear. If there had been in Bombay officers like you, Tilak 
would not been imprisoned, the Natus would not have been banished, and the 
press would not have been bound hard and fast with new fetters, The mea- 
sures you have adopted, with a due regard for the manners and cnstoms of the 
ple, have proved your oe a kindness, and large-héartedness. We 
bs at mean to flatter you: attery is not in our line. We say all this from 
a sense of gratitude. You are being praised éverywhere. We do not know 
whether the Government will recognise your signal services to the people; but 
you will find sufficient recompense for your labour in the blessings and grati- 
tude of the poor. But you do not want any return for what you have done. | 
The satisfaction which the doing of your duty will bring to your soul will be 
to you more than a recompense for your labour. yee | 
22. The Murshidabad Hitatshi of the 28th September says that though 
__, the distance between Saidabad and Berhampore = Hmm, 
edie cata Sub-Registrars does not exceed two miles, according to mile-posts, Sept 28th, 1898, 
pepe! the Sub-Registrar of Berhampore charges Rs. 1-8 # 
for travelling, because according to the list supplied to him by the Nazir, the — 
distance between the two places exceeds two miles, Again, the distance of 
Gorabazar from the Sub-Registry office does not.exceed half-a-mile, but the 
Sub-Registrar charges 8 annas for travelling that distance, though under the 
rules he is not entitled to any allowance for distances under half-a-mile. The 
Collector of Murshidabad should enquire into the matter and set it right. 
23. The two following extracts are taken from two letters in the Kastpur  xussiron nrvasi, 
si theses le te de iain Nivasi of the 30th a | Sept, 80th, 1898, 
panic in the Beahengne ge district. 1, Mr. Beatson- ll, ; District Magistrate of 
Backergunge, is doing his ntmost to remove the 
ro which has been caused in the village of Siddhakati by the alleged out- 
reak of pneumonic plague. For the sick he has been always ready with 
medical help and for the rest he has always words of courage and re-assurance. 
As a matter of fact, the people of Backergunge never before had the good 
fortune to possess so kind, charitable, and painstaking a Magistrate as 
Mr. Beatson-Bell is, nor one so anxious to do we others. Even a common 
labourer would not undergo the terrible hardships which Mr. Beatson- Bell 
has been bearing in this rainy season and in a place which is lying under 
water in order to be of service to the villagers. He has himself helped sick 
men to put on their clothes and he has, whenever necessary, nursed them with 
his own hands. The villagers having refused to carry the dead body of one 
Ramnidhi Sankhabanik to the burning-ground and to burn it, he himself did 
the whole thing. He had three huts burnt down and paid the owners Rs. 50 
each. The owners of two other huts which were also burnt down were pe 
Rs. 50 and Rs. 25 respectively. He is going round the village with a medical 
man every day and is telling the villagers not to fear. On the 19th September 
last, he brought some sweetmeats and distributed them among the young and i 
the old. Babu Chandra Kanta Chakravarti, Assistant Surgeon of Pirozpur, it 
has been kept in the village. All this solicitude on the of the Magistrate has i 
fully re-assured the people, and they owe him an everlasting debt of gratitude. ie 
A Magistrate like him is rarely to be found, and the people of Siddhakati pray i 
for his long life and hope that Government will promote an able and generous if 
officer like him. Zs | 
2. The people of Siddhakati are charmed to see the ability, courage, and 
tenderness displayed by Mr. Beatson-Bell in a time of danger like the present. 
None but Mr, Beatson-Bell could have done what has been done during the 
present panic, and no one who has not seen with his own eyes all that he has 
done can believe that he has done such things. As soon as he has heard of 
anybody’s illness, not minding the trouble of the journey in this rainy season, 
he haa been at the bedside of the sick man and hss made every arrangement 
for his treatment. An able medical man has been retained in the village, and 
the villagers are being again and again re-assured. Measures for preventing 
the spread of the disease have not been neglected, but are being” most cautiously 
carried out. Sick persons whose houses have been burnt down, as & 
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eventive measure, have been paid adequate compensation, and the Magi te 
is visiting the place every day. The measures adopted by him have ato 
the spread of the disease after the occurrence of eleven deaths. Three dead 
bodies, which no one would touch or burn, were carried to the burnin g-eround 
and burnt by the Magistrate with his own hands. The families of ¢ , 


he several 
rsons who have died of the disease numbering twelve men, women, and children 


ave been kept on the river in separate boats, and the Magistrate himself goes 
ese 


to the bazar every day to make purchases forthem. When bringing 
people to the boats, he himself carried a child in his arms for about a mile, 


Praised be Beatson-Bell; praised be a kind man like him. Everybody who 
witnesses his acts considers him deserving of the worship due to the gods. 
The people of Siddhakati and yor po pray to God for the long life and 

ly welfare of an able, kind and courageous Magistrate like Mr. Beatson. 


Bell. 
24. Complaints have reached the Furidpur Hitaishint of the 30th Septem. 
7 : _ ber against the Sub-Registrar of Maksudpur, in the 

A = in the Farid- Feridpur district, as regards the cost of registeri 
teams deeds and the delay which takes place in their 


registration. 
25. The Samay of the 30th September says that a few months ago 


Mr. Badshah, Comptroller of passed the following order prescribing the time to 
Postal — be allowed to the clerks in his office for rest and 
tiffin :— 
MEMORANDUM. 


‘¢ Half an hour will be granted each day to clerks of this office for luncheon 
and rest. The Superintendent of each section will please make suitable 
arrangements, so that one-third of the men, subordinate to him, should leave 
office at 1 p.m. and return at 1-30 p.M.; that a second-third should leave office 


at 1-30 p.m. and return at 2 p.m.; and that the remaining men should leave 
office at 2 P.M. and return at 2-30 P.M. 


The 5th April 1897. K, J. B.” 


Is any rule of this nature in force in any other office under the Government 
of India? If not, under what authority did Mr. Badshah make such a zubberdust 
rule for his office? There are many offices under the Government of India 
which employ a larger number of clerks than those who serve under 
Mr. Badshah. But the heads of those offices never find it necessary to enforce 
any such rule. Did Mr. Badshah at all think how his order might inconvenience 
the clerks? No matter whether a man, placed among the first batch feels a call 
of nature or not, or is sufficiently hungry or not, so early as 1 P.M. he must 
avail himself of the half-hour from 1 P.M. to 1-30 p.m. to do those things, or he. 
must not do them the whole day. On the other hand, a man in the second or 
third batch must sit tied to his chair till 1-30 p.m. or 2 p.M., however 
inconvenienced he might feel. 


And here is Mr. Badshah’s order regarding the duties of Superintend- 
ents :— 


MEMORANDUM. 


“The main duty of Superintendents in this office is to supervise, and not 


merely to sit in their chairs and pass drafts. Yesterday I saw a large number of 


men leaving office at 10 minutes to 5 P.M. I have heard from various sources 


that this happens every day. Itwouldseem quite clear that the Superintendents 
of the sections in which the men are working cannot personally be looking alter 
their men, I constantly see men strolling about corridors after 4-30 P.M. No 


man, without special orders, is to leave office until the clock of the General Post 


Office strikes 5 p.m. No man should leave his seat without the special order of 
the Superintendent. If I find any man disobeying these orders, not only 


I fine him severely, but I shall take suitable notice of the conduct of the 
Superintendent concerned. 


K, J. B.” 


Mr. Badshah, Comptroller of Postal Accounts, 


ea ae ae er ee, ie eo oe 
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Many respectable men of position in native society serve as Superintend- 
ents in the Postal Accounts Department, and it 18 a sight to see Mr, Badshah 
reproving these men like a pathsala guru, cane in hand, and they, in their turn, 
like the bigger boys in a pathsala, accordingly urging their subordinates to 
work. | 
26. The Pratikar of the 30th September has the following :— 

‘ id ieee a oo 2 pee of Far] 25th September last, 
Mr. Ducklands inspeciion 0 r. Buckland came to Berham in a steamer, 
See ee The steamer journey enabled ‘him to see some 
part of the — done in this district by rain and flood. Mr. Egerton, our 
able Magistrate, had, by constant touring, thoroughly informed himself of the 
condition of the people, and Mr. Buckland received much information from 
him. On the 28t vig yee the Commissioner, accompanied by the Magis- 
trate, went to see the Lalitakuri embankment. The condition of the dund is so 
far good. No human efforts have been spared to keep it from giving way. 
In fact, the authorities are doing their best to save it. Proper police watch, 
too, has been placed over it, so that wicked men might not open a breach in it, 
and thereby bring about a disaster. It1is a great satisfaction to us that the 
Commissioner has seen with his own eyes something of the violence of the rain- 
fall and the flood. 


27. The sev edigienmaae the yw — complains that Maham- 
madpur and forty-four other villages in the Basirhat 

—— vibdihden of the yaa district have to 
suffer geat inconvenience on account of their being badly served by the 
Arbalia post-office. There is only one peon attached to this post-office, and he 
has to serve forty-five villages. It, therefore, happens that many of these villages 
are never Visited by him, Take, for instance, the case of Mahammadpur. 
The peon never goes to this village, but delivers letters, money-orders, &c., 


addressed to its inhabitants, in a neighbouring village called Jadurhati, It. 


takes a letter eight days to reach this village, Mahammadpur, however, is 
an important place, and at least one letter a day and four money-orders a month 
are posted for this village. The number of both letters and money-orders is 
sure to increase if a post-office is opened here. : 


28. The Bangavass of the 1st October writes as follows :— 

The death of Babu Girija Prasanna Rai Chau- 
dhuri created quite a panic in Siddhakati and 
Abhayanil, villages in the Backergunge district. 
There was a plague scare, and everybody was panic-stricken; but by the grace 
of God, that panic, that anxiety, that fear, have now subsided. In this crisis 
Mr. Beatson-Bell, the conscientious and kind-hearted Magistrate of Backer- 
gunge, acquitted himself most creditably. One cannot help shedding tears of 
gratitude as one hears of Mr. Bell’s self-sacrifice and large-heartedness. In 
this crisis, when the villagers were almost dead with fear, Mr. Bell carried the 
dead body of a poor inhabitant of Abhayanil, which lay uncremated for two 
days, and cremated it with his own hands. Such high-minded and philan- 
thropic English officials are, as it were, specially sent by God. The people of 
India would bless the English nation if there were many such high-minded 
officials as Mr. Beatson-Bell. We, insignificant subjects of the Government, 
have very little direct connection with the Governor-General or the Lieutenant- 
Governor. The District Magistrates are our guardians and protectors. The 
humane conduct of Mr. Bell has filled us with delight and admiration. 


29. The same paper writes as follows:— _ . 

We learn from the letters of two correspond- 
ents that plague inspection at Chausa remains as 
unsatisfactory as ever. The hardships of inspection have not been removed, 
and female passengers are still subjected to inspection in a public manner. 

hey are not, as was previously arranged, examined within screens. The 
orders of the Lieutenant-Governor are “dusobeyel through the remissness and 
negligence of the subordinate officers, It is to be hoped that Sir John 
Woodburn will cause an enquiry to be instituted into this complaint. To 4 
Hindu, insult done to a lady is as a spear driven through his heart. People 
are comforted by the promises which are given by the Rulers, but if their 


Mr. Beatson-Bell’s performance 
of plague duty. 
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assurances are violated in this way, people will cease to place any 
in the Government. 

One of the correspondents referred to above writés that the other day he 
was coming down to Calcutta by the Panjab mail. At Chausa the passe 
were made to alight, and were subjected to inspection. It was 4 o'clock when 
the inspection took place, and on the open and uncovered platform the passen- 
gers, especially the women and children, were put to great suffering and 
hardship. The women were made to stand with their faces, and the men with 
their backs, towards the setting sun. There were some boys standing with ys. 
in a line. To protect them from the scorching rays of the sun we placed them 
in our front. But the constables again made them stand in a line with us, If 
the platform is screened, passengers will not suffer so much. Government ig 


lavishly spending money on plague preventive measures. Cannot the platform 
be screened ? 


confidence 


III.—L&GIsLaTIve. 


80. The raiyats of the Chaurasi pargana, within the jurisdiction of the 
Barasat subdivision of the 24-Parganas district, com- 
Harassment of raiyats by a plain, inthe Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 30th September, 
gamindar. ; ‘ : ) 
against their landlord, Maharaja Durga Charan 
Law. He has left rents uncollected for two years, but is at the same time 
harassing the raiyats by instituting suits for arrears of rent and executin 
decrees. The cattle of the poor raiyats are being sold off, and they are 
undone. It appears to be the intention of the Maharaja to drive the poor 
raiyats out of their homes. He would not accept any payment of rent, and 
has made up his mind to harass them by saddling them with the costs of rent 
suits. Itis to be hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will take pity on the 
poor raiyats and get them exempted from the payment of costs, The Maha- 
raja lately tried to enhance the rent of this pargana, but failed to do so, Hence 
this persecution of the raiyats. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


31. The Aitavadi of the 30th September has the following :— : 

Our contemporary the Pioneer is always at 
daggers drawn with the Bengalis. We would not 
have been surprised or sorry to see him call the Bengalis filthy, barbarous, 
or cowardly, We would have safely ignored his vilification of the Bengali 
had it not been for the consideration that it might influence the officials, It 1s 
this consideration which from time to time makes us say our say regarding 
what the Pioneer writes against us. This is how that paper vilifies the Bengalis 
in its defence of the Calcutta Municipal Bill:— 


“The typical Bengali’s use of histank as an amalgamated drinking-trough, 
lavatory, latrine, cesspool, and spittoon, even at the present day, wherever he 1s 
undisturbed by the invasion of civilisation, is too well known to require any 
formal statement, &c.” | | 


Let the Bengali’s tank be as filthy as it may, its filthiness bears no com- 
parison with a Kuropean’s uncleanliness. In England filth is seen accumulat- 
ing all over a man’s body, which emits a stinking smell and which, for want of 
ablution, becomes not infrequently infested with lice. Such filthiness 1s not 
seen even among the poorest of the poor in this country. In En land it 18 
not rare even in one belonging to the upper classes to change his clothes only 
once a month. People are seen to wear dirty, old, obnoxious coats next to 
their skin, keeping ouly their outer garments clean and glossy. They keep 
only the collars and the cuffs clean and white. Such a scandalous state of 
things does not exist in this country. As for our tanks, there are Sasir 
injunctions for keeping them clean. It is true that people make them dirty, 
but where is the country where good and salutary rules are never violated ? 
The Pioneer taunts the Bengalis with cowardice hecause they fled from 
the metropolis during the plague scare. It is not cowardice, however, wht 
made them fly. They fled not because they feared death, but because they 
feared removal to the plague hospital. The people would not haye fled from 
the town ifthey had had confidence in the off ials; if they had had no feat 


The Pioneer on the Bengalis. 
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f oppression. Hydrophobia, cholera, and small-pox make the F ns fly 
Som thes homes. It does not look well for them “° taunt the Ben, malts ‘ith 
cowardice for having fled from the town during the plague. Let the Ptoneer 
malign the Bengali to his heart’s content ; it will not be an easy matter for 
him to prove him guilty of cowardice or filthiness, | 

It does not become a wise man like our contemporary to find fault with the 
Bengali and ay to prove him unfit for self-government. He would have done 
well if he had tried to prove the worthleseness of the opinions of experienced 
officials before he proceeded to malign the Bengali. Are the Municipal Com- 
missioners who have been and still are praised in official reports, to be held 
unfit for self-government, simply because they are Bengalis? Let the official 

apers containing the praise of the Commissioners be burnt before one tries to 
show that the Bengalis are unfit for self-government, 


Assam PAPERS. 


82. The Paridarsak of the 20th September says that it has been a long- 

standing practice to issue and serve processes in 
cognisable cases at the expense of the Government. 
But recently Babu Guris Chandra Nag, m.a., B.L,, Extra Assistant Commis- 
sioner, Sylhet, has been realising fees for processes in such cases from the prose- 
cuting party. ‘This is zu/m and a new burden on a poor people, who already 
find litigation very costly. 


33. The same paper a that most of the candidates at the last Telegraph 

epartment examination in Assam were unsuccess- 
ful, because the instruction which is now given in 
the telegraphy class in Sylhet is of a most unsatis- 
factory nature. Thereis no fixed time for teaching, nor do the Telegraph 
Master and other high officers of the telegraph office take any interest in 
teaching the apprentices. It would be better to abolish the class than to keep 
. open for the purpose of blighting the future of the young men who come 
there. | 


34, The same paper has the following in English :— 

The Subordinate Educational Service, as we 
said in the previous issue, consists of 14 officers, 
if we except the missionary gentleman of Shillong. 
Of these 14 officers, six only, 5 Head-masters and 1 Deputy Inspector, are 
graduates and only 2of them are M.A’s. Since the appointment of Babu Abhaya 
Charan Das, M.A., no outsiders have been taken into the Department as Head- 
masters, Second-masters are, as a rule, now promoted to Head-masterships as 
vacancies occur. Mr. C B. Clarke held a different view. The principle which 
he followed was to fill up every alternate vacancy by the appointment of deserv- 
ing graduates. Mr. Wilson, it would seem, did not recognise the wisdom of 
Mr. Clarke’s policy, and he has always since the appointment of Abhaya Babu 
given promotions to Second-masters only. Babu Rameswar Sen was indeed a 
first-grade Sub-Inspector at the time that he was promoted to Head-mastership, 
but he, too, was formerly a Second-master. We leave it to Mr. Cotton to judge 
whether the service is not being deteriorated by this policy of Mr. Wilson. It 
may be contended that young men inexperienced in the art of teaching and 
of managing schools should not at once be appointed Head-masters. Wedo not 
pocorn the justice of this contention. But why should not the graduate 

econd-masters be preferred to undergraduate Second-masters in the matter of 
promotion to Head-masterships ? Seniority must never be the only considera- 
tion in giving promotions in the Education Department, arse ard in pro- 
moting Second-masters and first grade Sub- Inspectors to the Subordinate Service. 
It will appear that only one graduate Second-master has been promoted to 
Head-mastership during the last 15 years or more. 

Let us consider one recent promotion—that of Babu Kesavanath Phukan. 
He was the Second master of Dhubri on Rs. 65, and was promoted to Head- 
mastership, although there were graduate Second-masters on Rs. 80 and 75. 
Babu Kesavanath, who passed only the Entrance examination, has now been 
appointed to prepare candidates for the same examination, Kesava Babu was 
formerly the 
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ool was raised to the status of a High School, he was, especially. in ean.t. 
Sadie of the pay that he then got, made Second-master on Rs : 60.” Whee i 
was considered necessary to remove him from Jorhat, he was transferred to 
Dhubri as Second-master on Rs, 65. Jorhat being, if we mistake not, his home. 
his transfer to Dhubri was rather a pecuniary loss to him. He was not cong’. 
dered by Mr. Willson, who had been in charge of the department for about 
18 years, fit for promotion even in the rank of Second-masters, while Dp 
Booth, who did not at the time know any of the officers personally, considered 
him fit for promotion to Head-mastership. We have even heard it said that 
although a Second-master in rank, he was ordinarily entrusted by his superior 
Head-master with the work of a Third or Fourth-master. The on Y points that 
may be urged in his favour are that he is a native of Assam Proper, and that 
he was senior in service (but not in pay) to all Second-masters. It is true there 
was no native of the Brahmaputra valley as Head-master. But might not an 
outsider, being a native of that valley and a young graduate, have been appoint- 
ed Head-master instead of Kesava Babu? ‘The fact that he was Second-master 
on Rs, 65, in spite of his being senior in service to other Second-masters on 
Rs. 75, and 80, is sufficient to show that he had no claim on the promotion that 
he has been given on that account. If our information is correct, even the 
Assamese themselves, who are directly affected by the appointment of Kesava 
Babu as Head-master of Dibrugarh, are said to be dissatisfied at this arrangement, 
We bear no grudge against Kesava Babu personally; we do not even know him, 
except by name. Our object in referring to his promotion is to show that 
sufficient. attention is not paid to the merits and claims of individual officers in 
giving promotions to the Subordinate Service. Although Mr. Willson showed 
no especial consideration to graduate Second-masters, yet he recommended. pro- 
motion to some Second-masters, overlooking the claims of some other Second- 
masters who, though senior to his nominees in Service, were considered by him 
as less qualified. But we are sorry to have to observe that Dr. Booth’s action, 
in connection with the above promotion, appears to us to have no justification. 
This mistake—we find no other milder term to characterize this arrangement of 
Dr. Booth’s—was unquestionably due to his being quite new to the Province. 
We are afraid we have dwelt on this point at rather too much length. We 
think, however, we have been able to make it sufficiently clear that the manner 
in which appointments are made in the Subordinate Service is calculated to 
weaken the Service. 

_ Kesava Babu will pardon us if we have, in trying to do our duty, any way 
wounded his feelings. We feel bound in the interests of the Education Depart- 
ment to criticise his appointment in the Subordinate Service. Kesava Babu 
knows very well that none of the Second-masters, graduates or under-graduates, 
who may be said to have been superseded by him, is a native of the Province, 
and so, if wo are personally interested in the advancement of any Second- 
master, it was he, who is a man of our own Province. . 
_ We have said there are only two M. A.’s in the Subordinate Educational 
Service, They are Babus Abhaya Charan Das and Padma Nath Bhattacharyy® 
The former entered the Service in 1886 as 3rd Class Head-master, and the 
latter in 1897 as 3rd Class Deputy Inspector. So it appears that in the course 
of ten long years no M. A. was taken in. Was it owing to the fact that 
M. A.’s did not find this to be an attractive department to enter? Or did the 
authorities consider it inexpedient to take outsiders into the Subordinate 
Service? Let us see whether the Assam Subordinate Educational Service holds 
out sufficient attraction for an M. A. so as to induce him to try to enter 16. 


Abhaya Babu had to serve in the same class for 11 years before he could 


be promoted to second class) He began with Rs. 105 in 1886, and in 1898 
his pay is Rs. 125. When he entered this department, there were very fow 
M. A.’s among the natives of the Province. If, instead of unwisely entering 
the Education Department, he haj entered the Subordinate Civil Service 25 
Sub-Deputy Collector, which he could if he tried, he might have been now 

etting Rs. 300, we think, as an Extra Assistant Commissioner. If he had 

oreseen this fate which was in store for him in this department, he would 
never have taken service in it. And yet Abhaya Babu has the reputation of 
being a good and able officer, of whom Mr. Wilson at least entertained a Very 


high opinion. (We are not yet aware how Dr. Booth thinks of him.) The. 
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to of Abhaya Babu, we should think, might have deterred other M. A.’s from 
~ g to enter this Department. As for Padma Nath Babu, he was in the 
Assam Secretariat for some years, and had he seen better prospects elsewhero, 
we do not think he would have selected this department. Probably he did not 
like to enter the Subordinate Civil Service as a Sub-Deputy Collector on some 
personal grounds which we are not fully aware of. From the above it is 
apparent that this Service as at present constituted is far from remunerative and 
alluring for a young Master of Arts with high hopes and aspirations. 

Referring to the Provincial Civil List, we find that since the appointment 
in 1886 of Abhaya Babu, who was, as we have said, an outsider taken into the 
service by Mr. Clarke, there were seven vacancies in the Subordinate Service, 
one of which only was filled up in 1897 by the appointment of an outsider who 
is Babu Padma Nath Bhattacharyya, m.a., and another by the promotion of a 
pA. Second-master, Babu Sarat Chandra Gangooli, The remaining five were 
filled up by under-graduates only—three of whom were F. A.’s or “ plucked ” 
B. A’s and two not even F. A.’s. Thus it appears that the authorities do not 
think it necessary to strengthen the service by the recruitment of M. A.’s. 

It may, however, be said that during the last five or six years three B, A.’s 
have been taken into the department as Second-masters on Rs. 80 and 75. This 
isno doubt an encouraging fact. But the credit of it belongs to Mr. Prothero, 
who acted for Mr. Wilson for some time. It is true Mr. Wilson has himself 
made the last of the three appointments—that of Babu Birendra Kumar 
Basu, B. A.. a8 Second-master of ‘'ezpore on Rs. 75. But may we be permitted 
to observe that this appointment was made by Mr. Wilson more to do the Sylhet 
Head-master Babu Durga Kumar Basu a good turn than by reason of any 
change of his usual policy? Babu Durga Kumar Basu has all along been doing 
eminently meritorious service and Mr. Wilson, unable or rather unwilling to 
reward his services by recommending creation of a prize appointment of Rs. 250 
in the department for officers of exceptional merit, considered it expedient to 
oblige him by giving this appointment to hisson. Usually, Mr. Wilson did 
not offer more than Rs. 50, or in some cases, even less, to graduates intending 
to be employed in his department. 

We feel sure that as soon as the attention of such an able and liberal 
administrator as Mr. Cotton unquestionably is will be drawn to the condition of 
the Educational Department of his administration, he will at once see that the 
Subordinate Service ought to be reorganised, as soon as practicable, with a 
view to improving its position and prospects. In our first article we have taken 
the liberty to suggest the creation of a prize appointment of Rs. 250 to reward 
exceptional merit and approved service. We shall conclude our to-day’s article. 
by respectfully, submitting another suggestion for our Ruler’s serious con- 
sideration. 

Practising B. L.’s and deserving ministerial officers are now sometimes 
appointed to the Provincial Civil Service. Formerly Police Inspectors were 
also occasionally appointed Extra Assistant Commissioners. The late Babu 
Guruprosad Sen and Babu Isan Chandra Patranavis were, previously to their 
appointment as Extra Assistant Commissioners, Police Inspectors. May 
not deserving officers of the Subordinate Educational Service be similarly 
appointed Extra Assistant Commissioners? In our humble opinion selected 
graduates of the Educational Service will make as good Extra Assistant Com- 
missioners as graduates from the Bar. If this could be done, the Educational 
Subordinate Service would be immensely improved as to its efficiency and 
popularity. When there is no Provincial Educational Service in Assam, it is 
highly desirable, we beg to submit, to hold out such a prospect to Educational 
oficers, If we were permitted to suggest names, we would have mentioned the 
names of Babus Durga Kumar Basu and Ram Mohan Mitra, both of whom are 
graduates and in the first grade drawing Rs. 200, Durga Kumar Babu is, we 
know, already over 50 aan has completed about 30 years’ service. But he 1s 
yet strong enough to be able to serve as an Extra Assistant Commissioner with 
credit for five years. Ram Mohan Babu is comparatively a young man and will 
not be above 45 years. He has served for 20 years only. 

It may be argued that it is the avowed policy of the Government that an 
outsider to be eligible for appointment in the Provincial Service must fulfil the 
preliminary condition of being a native of the Province, and as neither of the 
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above two officers is @ native of the Province, they are ineligi CON: 
otherwise they may be qualified. But are they actualy Horr yong ; * rtlthough 
been servants of the Government for 30 and 20 years respectiv ely. Ma. ave 
there are unfortunately only natives of the Province in this service os 
graduates, and they. are the only M. A.’s as we have mentioned before : Bt 
neither of them has yet reached the first class, one being in the 2nd and ra 


other in the 3rd class. 
As we have already exceeded our space, we shall discuss the point more 


fully in a succeeding issue. 
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